279. MR. KLEINENBERG AND MR. ABDOOL GANI

We have carefully examined the columns of our esteemed contempo-
rary, the Johannesburg Star, and, so far, have failed to observe that Mr.
T. Kleinenberg has written his acceptance of the challenge thrown out
by the Chairman of the British Indian Association. We shall be glad to
learn if Mr. Gani's opponent intends to avail himself of the opportunity
given to him to refute the statements made at the Indian mass meeting.
It seems to us to be most unfair, not only to Mr. Gani and to the public
at large, but to Mr. Kleinenberg himself, for the latter to leave the matter
where it now stands, and we are sure;, knowing what an honourable man
Mr. Kleinenberg is, that he has no intention of passing over the challenge
issued by Mr. Gani. We have no doubt whatever but that, if Mr. Kleinen-
berg finds that he has made a serious error in endeavouring to rebut the
facts given by Mr. Ganiy he will have the moral courage to acknowledge
the correctness of the figures that Mr. Gani gave, and to withdraw his own
statement. Mr. Gani himself has publicly stated his willingness to make
the amende honorable, * should he be found to be in fault. That being the
case, we see no reason whatever why a matter, so easily settled by facts
offered or rebutted by either side, should not assume some sort of finality
at as early an opportunity as is feasible.
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280. POTCHEFSTROOM CHURLISHNESS
Even the business people in Potchefstroom, who have only a remote
and temporary connexion with the place, are either infected with its
unreasonable anti-Indian prejudice, or are being intimidated into the
commission of acts of which, in their freer moments, they would be heartily
ashamed. An esteemed correspondent informs us that the insurance
agents have, suddenly and without notice, withdrawn their fire policies
from the Indian merchants. We have never heard of such an instance
anywhere else. We are informed that the petty agents, who have succum-
bed, as we have said, either to local prejudice or to intimidation, represent
world-famous insurance companies, and we should be very much surprised
if the stupid and unbusinesslike action of their agents be sanctioned by
the head officers of these companies. We only hope that both the agents
and the managers at headquarters will see these lines, and we strongly
advise the Indian merchants concerned to make representations at head-
quarters. The policy that Potchefstroom is developing in this matter is
un-British in the extreme, and it remains to be seen how far it will be
endorsed in other parts of the Transvaal.
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